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The prime minister's dinner menu from Tuesday of last week has become a matter of state secrecy.
 
It was that night, Aug. 30, that Prime Minister Stephen Harper and his wife Laureen, dined at the home of
U.S. Ambassador David Jacobson and his wife, Julie.
 
The dinner was prepared by Ottawa chef Steph Legari, a barbecue specialist.
 
Earlier this week, Legari shared the menu with the Citizen's food editor, Ron Eade.
 
Eade posted the descriptions on his blog, along with photos of the food and one posed picture of Legari and
the two power couples.
 
The Prime Minister's Office, discovering the post Wednesday, reacted by saying the prime minister's privacy
had been infringed and asked Eade to take the post down.
 
"I've just come across your blog post about the private dinner the PM and Mrs. Harper shared at the US
Ambassador's house," Harper's associate director of communications, Andrew MacDougall, wrote to Eade.
"I say 'private,' but it's obvious Mr. Legari didn't get the memo.
 
"I'm not that fussed about the item itself - it's relatively harmless. It's the principle involved - this was a privat
e dinner and the PM (and the Jacobsons too) has a right to his privacy. Can we please remove this post? I
am following up with Mr. Legari separately."
 
Legari later told the Citizen it was "devastating" for him when he realized he'd run afoul of the PMO.
 
"The last thing I wanted to do was show offence to the Prime Minister or U.S. ambassador Jacobson," he
said. "I was very proud of this accomplishment in my professional career and I just wanted to share my
gratitude with the people of Ottawa."
 
Josh Greenberg, a communications professor at Carleton University, said it was "bizarre" that the PMO
was expending energy trying to kill a blog post about a dinner menu. He said he suspected it was a "reflex"
on the part of a PMO that tries very hard to control its dealings with the media.
 
"Its approach with communications has become so systematic and so tightly controlled that, when things like
this happen, that is the reflex," Greenberg said. "It has almost become satirical that they are getting worked
up about what the PM ate for dinner."
 
Reached later in the day, Mac-Dougall said the PMO did not consider the issue a "big deal."
 
"I was just surprised to see it up there," he said. "Nobody's outraged or anything like that at all. I asked if it
could come down, no more, no less. It stayed up and that's fine."
 
Greenberg said there is a tradition in Canada of respecting the prime minister's privacy, but this case isn't
close to the line.
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"They're not having dinner with their friends in Calgary in somebody's private home," he said. "That would be
reasonable for the PMO to have concerns about the privacy of the prime minister and his wife and their
dining companions."
 
Yet, Greenberg's colleague at Carleton, political science professor Jonathan Malloy, took a different view.
"The prime minister has a right to a private life," said Malloy. "And this is clearly a private affair. I think he
wants to draw a clear line and I think that's reasonable."
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